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Structure of the PresentationStructure of the Presentation

►► 1. The Geography of UK Devolution and England’s ‘New 1. The Geography of UK Devolution and England’s ‘New 
Regionalism’Regionalism’

►► 2. Regional Spaces, Space of Regionalism: Recovering a 2. Regional Spaces, Space of Regionalism: Recovering a 
Territorial PerspectiveTerritorial Perspective

►► 3. The Evolving English Questions: Regionalization or 3. The Evolving English Questions: Regionalization or 
Regionalism?Regionalism?

►► 4. Insurgent Regionalism? Struggles to Institutionalize 4. Insurgent Regionalism? Struggles to Institutionalize 
Territory in the South West of EnglandTerritory in the South West of England

►► 5. On ‘Relational Regions’ and the Territorialization of 5. On ‘Relational Regions’ and the Territorialization of 
Political LifePolitical Life



The Aims & ArgumentThe Aims & Argument
►► 1. The Geography of UK Devolution and England’s ‘New 1. The Geography of UK Devolution and England’s ‘New 

Regionalism’Regionalism’
►► ‘Re‘Renewnewing the Geography of Regions’ and ‘cultural political ing the Geography of Regions’ and ‘cultural political 

economy’ economy’ 
►► Devolution and Constitutional ChangeDevolution and Constitutional Change——’centralised Britain ’centralised Britain 

to a plural state’to a plural state’
►► Take debate beyond the Celtic nations …Take debate beyond the Celtic nations …
►► To uncover the processes of regionalisation and To uncover the processes of regionalisation and 

regionalism in Englandregionalism in England
►► Focus on problems of establishing a constitutional Focus on problems of establishing a constitutional 

convention in South West England convention in South West England 
►► Policy/Political: Show the limits to regionalisation in Policy/Political: Show the limits to regionalisation in 

securing economic renewal and territorial identity   securing economic renewal and territorial identity   
►► Academic: Questioning the jettisoning of scalar and Academic: Questioning the jettisoning of scalar and 

territorial approaches, in favour of relational space   territorial approaches, in favour of relational space   



Regional Spaces, Spaces of Regionalism: Regional Spaces, Spaces of Regionalism: 
Recovering a Territorial PerspectiveRecovering a Territorial Perspective

►► 2.1 New Regional Spaces, New Spaces of 2.1 New Regional Spaces, New Spaces of 
RegionalismRegionalism

►► -- Debate on regional change shrouded in Debate on regional change shrouded in 
confusionconfusion

►► -- Regional SpacesRegional Spaces
►► -- Spaces of RegionalismSpaces of Regionalism
►► “Regions are … social constructs that are created “Regions are … social constructs that are created 

in political, economic, cultural and administrative in political, economic, cultural and administrative 
practices and discourses” (Passi 2001, 16)   practices and discourses” (Passi 2001, 16)   



►► 2.2 The Relational Region: 2.2 The Relational Region: BothBoth Networked Networked and and ScalarScalar
►► “Language of scale and territorial boundaries “omit much “Language of scale and territorial boundaries “omit much 

of the topology of economic circulation an networking of the topology of economic circulation an networking 
folding characteristics of capitalism” (Amin 2002, 395)folding characteristics of capitalism” (Amin 2002, 395)

►► 1. one region tells all scenario1. one region tells all scenario
►► 2. space over time  2. space over time  
►► 3. need to unpack difference between identity of a region 3. need to unpack difference between identity of a region 

and regional consciousness of its individuals and regional consciousness of its individuals 
►► 4. plays down the 4. plays down the realpolitikrealpolitik and powerand power--laden acts of laden acts of 

regionalization and regionalism regionalization and regionalism 
►► 5. social and political acts are centred on a pre5. social and political acts are centred on a pre--existing or existing or 

aspirant spatial scale or territorially articulated space of aspirant spatial scale or territorially articulated space of 
dependencedependence



The Evolving English Question: The Evolving English Question: 
Regionalization or Regionalism?Regionalization or Regionalism?

►► 3.1 England’s ‘Territorial Enigma’3.1 England’s ‘Territorial Enigma’
►► -- In contrast in rest of UK, English lack a collective In contrast in rest of UK, English lack a collective 

territorial emphasisterritorial emphasis
►► -- State centralization and difficulties of mobilizing a State centralization and difficulties of mobilizing a 

coherent regional visioncoherent regional vision
►► -- Tension between state regionalization and democratic Tension between state regionalization and democratic 

regionalism:regionalism:
“The key to understanding the role of regional structures in “The key to understanding the role of regional structures in 
British public administration is that they are primarily British public administration is that they are primarily 
concerned not with the management of territory but the concerned not with the management of territory but the 
delivery of functions” (Hogwood 1996, 1).   delivery of functions” (Hogwood 1996, 1).   



►► 3.2 New Labour, New Regionalization: RDAs as 3.2 New Labour, New Regionalization: RDAs as 
‘Programmed Spatiality”?‘Programmed Spatiality”?

►► -- Embedded history of regionalism within the Labour PartyEmbedded history of regionalism within the Labour Party
►► -- Development Agency model from 1970s and 1982 Development Agency model from 1970s and 1982 

Alternative Regional StrategyAlternative Regional Strategy
►► -- Renewing the RegionsRenewing the Regions (1996) rationalize institutions of (1996) rationalize institutions of 

economic development and produce an economic dividend economic development and produce an economic dividend 
►► -- “hard“hard--headed economics rather than a sentimental headed economics rather than a sentimental 

identification with a particular part of the country” (Caborn identification with a particular part of the country” (Caborn 
1998)   1998)   

►► -- Fragile institutional settlement due to: naïve faith in Fragile institutional settlement due to: naïve faith in 
clusters as a recipe for economic success, they can all win, clusters as a recipe for economic success, they can all win, 
democratic deficit, cultural void plugged only by ‘regional democratic deficit, cultural void plugged only by ‘regional 
cultural consortiums’       cultural consortiums’       





►► 3.3 Enacting Spaces of English Regionalism3.3 Enacting Spaces of English Regionalism
►► -- PostPost--1997 insurgent politics in the English 1997 insurgent politics in the English 

regions on two level: civic regionalism and regions on two level: civic regionalism and 
grassroots regionalismgrassroots regionalism

►► -- Civic regionalismCivic regionalism linked to North East activists linked to North East activists 
and the Campaign for the English Regions (CFER)and the Campaign for the English Regions (CFER)--
bringing public policy closer to people  bringing public policy closer to people  

►► -- Grassroots regionalismGrassroots regionalism linked more to cultural linked more to cultural 
representation and arguments for historic representation and arguments for historic 
regionalism     regionalism     











Insurgent Regionalism? Struggles to Institutionalize Insurgent Regionalism? Struggles to Institutionalize 

Territory in the South West of EnglandTerritory in the South West of England

►► 4.1 Regionalization: A South 4.1 Regionalization: A South 
West Development AgencyWest Development Agency

►► -- Largest and most complex of Largest and most complex of 
all the English regions but not all the English regions but not 
much attention in academic much attention in academic 
debatesdebates



►► -- SWRDA supported SWRDA supported 
and launched to and launched to 
promote worldpromote world--class class 
region status based region status based 
on economic on economic 
competitiveness and competitiveness and 
the learning the learning 
economyeconomy





►► -- Regional Regional 
Chamber/Assembly Chamber/Assembly 
reviews suggesting reviews suggesting 
congested agendas congested agendas 
and lack of and lack of 
coherence within the coherence within the 
regionregion





►►-- Culture promoted by the South West Culture promoted by the South West 
Regional Cultural Consortium and its Regional Cultural Consortium and its 
creation of ‘creation of ‘GerrardGerrard (Chunky) (Chunky) DunsterDunster’ ’ 







“Roll over Rio and Mardi Gras, one of “Roll over Rio and Mardi Gras, one of 
the most spectacular carnivals takes to the most spectacular carnivals takes to 
the streets in … Somerset” (Cultural the streets in … Somerset” (Cultural 
South West 2001, 30)South West 2001, 30)

Obvious tension between Obvious tension between identity of a identity of a 
regionregion and and regional consciousnessregional consciousness!!



4.2 Insurgent Regionalism I: 4.2 Insurgent Regionalism I: 
Mebyon Kernow and Cornish Mebyon Kernow and Cornish 

NationalismNationalism





















Insurgent Regionalism II: The Insurgent Regionalism II: The 
Case for WessexCase for Wessex











►►4.4 Regionalization Meets Regionalism: 4.4 Regionalization Meets Regionalism: 
Convening the South West of EnglandConvening the South West of England















Cornish ReactionsCornish Reactions

“It seems to me that before we go down the road “It seems to me that before we go down the road 
of deciding what we want to do, we ought to ask of deciding what we want to do, we ought to ask 
ourselves what it is we mean by the term region. ourselves what it is we mean by the term region. 
That is where we are coming from in Cornwall. That is where we are coming from in Cornwall. 
Because we have a very strong sense of ourselves, Because we have a very strong sense of ourselves, 
our geography, our culture, of our constitutional our geography, our culture, of our constitutional 
position in Britain, of our economy, and of the way position in Britain, of our economy, and of the way 
we can achieve success and become a major we can achieve success and become a major 
contributor of the wellcontributor of the well--being of Britain as a whole” being of Britain as a whole” 
(Bert Biscoe, Chair of the (Bert Biscoe, Chair of the Cornish Constitutional Cornish Constitutional 
ConventionConvention, University of Exeter, 19th May 2001). , University of Exeter, 19th May 2001). 









►►4.5 Their Region, No Choice? The South 4.5 Their Region, No Choice? The South 
West after the White PaperWest after the White Paper

‘existing regional boundaries’‘existing regional boundaries’



Cornish Reactions Cornish Reactions 
“The Government should have learnt by now that its ‘control frea“The Government should have learnt by now that its ‘control freak’ k’ 
tendencies are always destined to failure. Evidence of an obsesstendencies are always destined to failure. Evidence of an obsession ion 
with boundaries created to satisfy the administrative need of unwith boundaries created to satisfy the administrative need of unelected elected 
Government quangos and departments does not make a sound basis Government quangos and departments does not make a sound basis 
for galvanizing public opinion” (Andrew George, MP for St Ives, for galvanizing public opinion” (Andrew George, MP for St Ives, Cornish Cornish 
GuardianGuardian 16th May 2002).16th May 2002).

“The White Paper talks about choice, public support and local “The White Paper talks about choice, public support and local 
solutions. But for Cornwall these are empty words. If this aboutsolutions. But for Cornwall these are empty words. If this about
democracydemocracy——which it iswhich it is——the Government has an obligation to allow the Government has an obligation to allow 
everyone in Cornwall to fully consider the argument for and agaieveryone in Cornwall to fully consider the argument for and against a nst a 
Cornish Assembly, and then vote in a properly constituted refereCornish Assembly, and then vote in a properly constituted referendum. ndum. 
Denying the people of Cornwall the chance to vote for their own Denying the people of Cornwall the chance to vote for their own 
assembly will make a mockery of Labour’s devolution programme” assembly will make a mockery of Labour’s devolution programme” 
(Dick Cole, Leader of Mebyon Kernow, (Dick Cole, Leader of Mebyon Kernow, Cornish GuardianCornish Guardian 16th  May 16th  May 
2002). 2002). 









On ‘Relational Regions’ and the On ‘Relational Regions’ and the 
TerritorializationTerritorialization of Political Lifeof Political Life

►►Back to the Argument Back to the Argument 
►►Problems of regionalisationProblems of regionalisation
►►Interaction between regionalisation and Interaction between regionalisation and 

regionalism as ‘new regional spaces’ and regionalism as ‘new regional spaces’ and 
‘new spaces of regionalism’‘new spaces of regionalism’

►►Highlight tensions between relational and Highlight tensions between relational and 
territorial readings of spaceterritorial readings of space



“The campaign to establish a Cornish Regional Assembly is not a “The campaign to establish a Cornish Regional Assembly is not a subversive subversive 
separatist plot. It is not a covert bid for independence or UDI.separatist plot. It is not a covert bid for independence or UDI. The The 
campaign is about developing Cornwall as a region, with an assemcampaign is about developing Cornwall as a region, with an assembly bly 
leading, monitoring, promoting … doing strategic things which wileading, monitoring, promoting … doing strategic things which will ll 
generate success in the wider world for places like this” (Bert generate success in the wider world for places like this” (Bert Biscoe, Chair Biscoe, Chair 
of the Cornish Constitutional Convention, quoted in of the Cornish Constitutional Convention, quoted in Cornish GuardianCornish Guardian, 6th , 6th 
February 2003). February 2003). 

“Regional citizenship should not be reduced to regional cultural“Regional citizenship should not be reduced to regional cultural
identification … An alternative cultural imaginary points towardidentification … An alternative cultural imaginary points towards s 
cosmopolitan regionalismcosmopolitan regionalism, not a regionalism of indigenous roots; one that , not a regionalism of indigenous roots; one that 
draws upon an open sense of place and a politics of local and draws upon an open sense of place and a politics of local and translocaltranslocal
engagement … This way of imagining regional culture replaces theengagement … This way of imagining regional culture replaces the politics politics 
of territorial confinement that has come to dominate current debof territorial confinement that has come to dominate current debate on ate on 
regionalism by a politics of connectivity based on the acceptancregionalism by a politics of connectivity based on the acceptance of e of 
regions as sites where diversity and difference are juxtaposed aregions as sites where diversity and difference are juxtaposed and where nd where 
flows and networks of different spatial reach overlap” (flows and networks of different spatial reach overlap” (AminAmin et al. 2003, et al. 2003, 
37, emphasis added).37, emphasis added).



Limits to Relational Regions?Limits to Relational Regions?

1.) So … need to rethink territory: territory, territoriality1.) So … need to rethink territory: territory, territoriality, , 
and and territorializationterritorialization within ‘phase space’. Can we have within ‘phase space’. Can we have 
topological territorialities? topological territorialities? 

“…the degree to which regions are regarded as closed, “…the degree to which regions are regarded as closed, 
continuous and bounded or as open, discontinuous and continuous and bounded or as open, discontinuous and 
permeable is perhaps best regarded as a matter to be permeable is perhaps best regarded as a matter to be 
resolved resolved ex post factoex post facto and empirically rather than and empirically rather than a prioria priori
and theoretically” (Hudson 2002, 3).and theoretically” (Hudson 2002, 3).

2). So … need to also consider the relations between 2). So … need to also consider the relations between 
circuits, flows and spaces, which sees these in terms of circuits, flows and spaces, which sees these in terms of 
complementary rather than competitive perspectivescomplementary rather than competitive perspectives
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